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EDITORIAL 
In recalling of all of the activities that took place in the Fall of 1990 as the 
celebration of the 25th year of FUZZINESS, I would very much appreciate your 
keeping me posted so that I can mention those activities here. 
All arrangements for IFSA '89 were very successful. Although I never made 
it there since I was a victim of a cerebral vascular accident which was then 
followed by a lengthy and painful rehabilitation period, I heard that there were 
many interesting sessions in a quite beautiful environment. Celebrating 25 years 
of FUZZINESS justifies the inclusion of memories of one of the NAFIPS 
founders, Professor M. Gupta. Incidentally, Professor M. Gupta was also the 
first editor of the NAFIPS Newsletter followed by Richard Tong and me. Write 
Professor Gupta of the Intelligence System Research Laboratory, College of 
Engineering, University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Canada S7N OWO, who, 
since he met Lotfi Zadeh at the International Federation of Automatic Control 
Meeting, August 1968, Duborovnik, Yogoslavia, has been a student and a 
prolific writer in the school of "fuzzy-ism." Professor Gupta says that the 
notion of the membership function captures the uncertainty associated with our 
cognition and perception i examples such as "Mary is young" or "she is rather 
old" or "she is more or less a happy person." 
The following is an excerpt of the talk he gave about his memories at the 
Founders' Meeting, NAFIPS '78, Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana: 
At the International Congress of Applied Systems Research eld in Acupulco, a 
group of participants informally were discussing, sitting under a mango tree, 
various issues in the field of fuzzy sets. One of the topics of discussion was the 
establishment of a society like those already in existence in Japan and Europe. 
Professor K. P. S. Fu of Purdue University, Electrical Engineering Department, 
was asked to formalize the organization. 
I invite any other founder of the society to send a contribution so that we can 
establish an historical record of the founding fathers of our society. Send 
information on special publications, news announcements (particularly if on 
current research areas which are within the aim and scope of this journal) to 
Professor Marialuisa N. McAllister (address below). To join NAFIPS, write 
directly to the secretary, Professor B. Schott, Georgia State University, Atlanta, 
GA 30303. 
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Professor Marialuisa N. McAllister 
Department of Mathematics, Moravian College, Bethlehem, PA 18018 
Phone: (215) 861-1405 Emaih mcallist%moravian.edu@relay.cs.net 
CONFERENCES 1990 
1. NAFIPS '90--A Quarter Century of Fuzziness--was held in Toronto, 
Canada Jun 7-8, 1990 at the University of Toronto, which is next to the City 
Center. Conference proceedings will be published with all papers restricted to 
four pages. For further details contact Prof. I. B. Turksen, Industrial Eng. 
Dept., 4 Taddlecreek Road, University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario M5S 1A4 
Canada. 
2. The 8th International Congress on World Organization of Systems 
and Cybernetics was held June 11-14, 1990 at Hunter College, City University 
of New York, New York, USA. This triennial conference was supported by 
many international groups concerned with management, the science ngineers in 
academia, business, and government. The Congress provided a forum for the 
presentation a d discussion of current systems research in sciences, engineering, 
and the humanities. Several specialized symposia were held during the 
Congress, focusing on research in computer science, artificial intelligence, 
cognitive science, psychocybernetics, and sociocybernetics. Address all corre- 
spondence to Prof. Constantin V. Negoita, Congress Chairman, Department of 
Computer Science, Hunter College, CUNY, 695 Park Avenue, New York, NY 
10021, USA. 
CONFERENCES 1991 
1. The 1991 Conference on Information Sciences and Systems will be held 
Wednesday, March 20 through Friday morning, March 22 at The Johns Hopkins 
University, Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering, Baltimore, 
MD 21218. The conference will host sessions on communications, systems, 
control, signal processing, and computers. Submitted papers must be received 
by January 14. The program directors are Frederic Davidson and John Goutsias. 
The Conference Secretary is Mike Alexander (301-338-7033). 
2. The Eleventh International Workshop on Expert Systems & their 
Applications, Avignon '91, will be held May 27-31. It is the leading European 
event on artificial intelligence. The General Chairman is Jean-Claude Rault, 
EC2, 269, rue de la Gareene, 92024 Nanterre Cedes, France. 
3. The Fourth IFSA World Congress, IFSA '91, is going to be held July 7- 
12, 1991, in Brussels, Belgium. The chairmen are Professor Dr. M. Roubens, 
Institut de Math6matique, Universit6 de Liege, 15, avenue des Tilleuls-D 1, 4000 
Liege, Belgium, and Professor Dr. R. Lowen, Dienst Wigkundige Analyse, 
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RUCA, Universiteit Antwerpen, Groenenborgerlaan 171, 2020 Antwerpen, 
Belgium. 
4. The 1 lth European Congress on OR, EURO XI, will be held in Aachen 
July 16-19, 1991, immediately after the IFSA Congress. Deadline for abstracts 
for EURO XI is December 1990. Contact Professor Dr. H. J. Zimmerman, 
Operations Research, RWTH Aachen, Templergraben 55, 5100 Aachen, West 
Germany. 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
1. Dr. Peeva of the Applied Mathematics Department, Sophia, Bulgaria, is 
visiting the Computer Science Department ofthe University of Western Ontario. 
2. Professor L. Zadeh received the Honda '89 prize, November 16, 1990, in 
Tokyo. 
3. Professor J. C. Bezdek and Professor M. McAllister received the K. P. S. 
Fu Certificate during the banquet at NAFIPS '89 which was held in June at the 
University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada. 
NAFIPS BUSINESS 
NAFIPS BUSINESS MEETING 
January 1, 1991 
The meeting was called to order by the NAFIPS President, George Klir, at 
1:15 on June 8th, in room 4-412. 
Klir announced that he had been collecting information in order to create 
alliances with other organizations such as IFIP. In connection with this alliance, 
he has arranged for NAFIPS to co-sponsor two other conferences. 
Next, President Klir called on James Bezdek to discuss changes in IJAR and 
related changes in the membership cost of NAFIPS. Jim Bezdek announced that 
the number of pages in IJAR is going to increase. This increase is to allow more 
articles and longer articles to appear in individual numbers. The increased pages 
will require the cost of the journal to increase have not been determined. The 
Board of Directors agreed that the membership fee would be linked to the cost of 
the journal. The membership fee is not firmly known at this time, but a formula 
for the fee is "cost + $5.00." The cost figure is different for United States 
mailing addresses and non-United States mailing addresses. Non-US mailing 
addresses are charged an extra $28.00, approximately. Members who have their 
journals ent o a non-US mailing address will be asked to pay for the extra cost. 
Bezdek said that he would talk with the publishers regarding iving at least the 
Canadians, and maybe the entire Northern American Continent, the same 
mailing fee as the United States citizens receive. 
Philippe Smets said that NAFIPS is not normal with respect to joining IFSA. 
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He meant hat very few United States citizens are IFSA members. A discussion 
followed regarding ways to improve the number of Americans who belong to 
IFSA. 
Klir next called on Professor Turksen to inform the group about the 
conference. 117 people are participating in the conference. Approximately 100 
of these are full payment participants. Approximately 50% of the attendees are 
Japanese and a high percentage are from Europe. Turksen especially wanted to 
thank the Japanese attendees for their participation. 
Dr. Togai suggested that promotion of membership be studied. Bezdek 
recommended that each member should take membership applications to 
conferences because he has had good success in attending conferences and 
leaving off NAFIPS information. He said we need a brochure. Bezdek 
volunteered to create a brochure. 
Iann Wilson requested that NAFIPS investigate getting a credit card payment 
mode for membership dues. The Secretary-Treasurer, Brian Schott, agreed that 
he would pursue that alternative in order to give international members an easier 
way of paying for their memberships. 
Next, President Klir asked Secretary Schott to administer the election of 
members to the Board. The floor was opened for membership and the following 





While ballots were being counted, the meeting continued. 
Next, President Klir called on Jim Keller to discuss the 1991 NAFIPS 
Workshop at the University of Missouri, at Columbia. Keller announced that the 
meeting would be held on May 15 through May 17th, 1991. He said that he 
would appreciate getting names of society newsletters in which to list or 
announce the workshop and also any other individual mailing list would be 
appreciated. 
Next, Keller gave instructions on how to get to the campus. First you go to St. 
Louis by plane. Then, it's 110 miles from the field through the mountains, there 
is a small air service offered by TransWorld Express Airline which flies to 
Columbia. This is an alternative to the 110 mile drive. 
Next, Professor Turksen asked to make a general announcement regarding 
Fuzzy Sets interest at other professional meetings. In particular, Turksen 
discussed sessions at Las Vegas and in the TIMS/ORSA/CORS meeting in Van 
Couver. 
Professor Keller announced that he has a bibliography which he can 
distribute. The bibliography concerns computer vision. He welcomes inquiries 
about the bibliography. 
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Professor Yao asked to make an announcement regarding a fuzzy sets 
database of civil engineering applications. He said this database isavailable upon 
request from Dr. Chameau at Purdue University. 
The vote for the Board of Directors resulted in two members being elected and 
a tie for the third member. The two members who were elected were Don Kraft 
and Jim Keller. There had to be a run-off between Jim Buckley and Petee Jung. 
Jim Buckley won the run-off election. 
The meeting was adjourned by the President at 2:13. 
NAFIPS BOARD OF DIRECTORS--1990 
Jim Buckley (thru 12/31/93) 
Jim Keller (thru 12/31/93) 
Don Kraft (thru 12/31/93) 
Donna Hudson (thru 12/31/92) 
Sergei Ovchinnikov (thru 12/31/92) 
Ronald Yager (thru 12/31/92) 
George Klir (thru 12/31/91) 
I. B. Turksen (thru 12/31/91) 
Wyllis Bandler (thru 12/31/91) 
L. A. Zaheh (Lifetime Chair) 
Secretary/Treasurer: Brian Schott 
IJAR Editor: Jim Bezdek 
Registered Agent in Calif.: Sergei Ovchinnikov 







Jean-Lou Chameau (thru 12/31/90) 
M. Luisa McAllister (thru 12/31/90) 
Dan Ralescu (thru 12/31/90) 
PRESIDENT 
George Klir 
